
Camp Kesem is a nationwide community,  
driven by passionate college student leaders, 
that supports children through and beyond  
their parent’s cancer.

Who can attend?  Camp Kesem serves children 
who have lost a parent to cancer, have a parent 
undergoing cancer treatment , or whose parent is  
a cancer survivor - an estimated population of over 
3 million children in the United States.

What age children attend camp?  Camp Kesem 
serves children ages 6 to 16.

How long are the camps?  The camps are typically 
one week in length.

How much does camp cost?  Camp is completely 
free of charge to all children who attend.

Who runs the camps?  Our camps are staffed by 
highly trained college student leaders. These young 
men and women are carefully screened through 
a competitive interview process, and undergo 
extensive training prior to camp. In addition, our 
student leaders work year-round to raise funds, 
conduct outreach in their communities, and plan 
the programming necessary to make camp a truly 
unique and unforgettable experience. Each camp 
is also staffed with nursing and mental health 
professionals.

Can children return to Camp Kesem more than 
once?  Yes! Kesem campers are part of our family 
for life. Our campers love the bonds they form with 
friends who return year after year.

Does Camp Kesem provide therapy?  No. Our 
student leaders provide a warm and loving 
environment where children are free to share their 
feelings with one another. Our model focuses on 
providing a strong peer-based support network 
where children can find strength, hope, compassion 
and fun.

Where do I find a local camp?  Go to our website 
(www.campkesem.org) and click on “Find a Camp.”

How do I apply?  Applications open in January of 
each year, and are processed on a first-come,  
first-serve basis. All applications are submitted 
online at www.campkesem.org

A child’s friend through and beyond a parent’s cancer

Camp Kesem is a program offered by Kesem,  
a nationwide non-profit organization that supports  

children touched by a parent’s cancer

www.campkesem.org
260-225-3736
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When I was diagnosed with Leukemia, my kids 
had to grow up really fast. They internalized a 
lot and didn’t share. I think they were trying to 
be brave for me. (But) when they came home 
from camp, (it was like) they got their childhood 
back. They shared their feelings and you could 
see their inner spark reignited. They have made 
some life-long friends and have had experiences 
that will shape the rest of their lives. 

Camp Kesem Parent

My son was able to 
connect with campers 
in their experiences 
and gave him great 
appreciation for the 
blessings our family has 
had since I am 3 years in 
survival. He was able to 
open up to us about his 
experience and how it 
impacted him.  

Camp Kesem Parent

My son began attending Camp Kesem several 
years prior to his mother’s passing and has 
attended every year since. It provides him the 
unique opportunity to relax and have fun, 
as well as connect with other children his age  
who have had similar experiences, without the 
fear of judgment. 

Camp Kesem Parent

My child...

Pre-camp
Post-camp

 

of parents believe 
that Camp Kesem
had a positive impact
on their family

98%

of families would
recommend Camp Kesem 
to other families
touched by cancer

99%
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Is comfortable
expressing
their feelings

Feels connected 
to other children 
their age who are 
touched by a 
parent's cancer

Feels confident 
that they can 
handle challenges
that come 
their way

After camp, parents report a marked 
increase in their child’s confidence, 
network of support, and self-esteem


